GSA meeting minutes, October 13, 2010

Meeting called with 24 students present.

1. Scheduling issues:

The faculty meeting was a week late, so it is occurring simultaneously with the GSA meeting. Next month the GSA meeting may be rescheduled from the normal 2nd Wednesday time, in order to accommodate the faculty meeting time.

2. Committee updates:

Social: (Jesse)

Planning some happy hour – type events after department seminars. The first event might be at the end of October. Pumpkin-themed potluck is scheduled this Friday.

Aesthetics: (Jace)

Whiteboards were purchased for rooms 1443 and 805. Continuing work on room 1443 – planning on replacing the door lock with a keypad entry, and adding a glass window in the door.

Committee is also discussing co-sponsoring the SSEC photo contest in some fashion; the main benefit would be to start collecting some of the photographs, possibly re-framing them, and using them as decorations in various classrooms or common rooms.

Curriculum: (Andrea)

Faculty retreat this Saturday (10/16). Several graduate students will be attending to present results from the course survey. Main findings were the lack of climate and synoptics courses.

Department Seminar: (Erik)

Starting the sign-up list for coffee and snacks setup. If it is your week, plan on at least 20 minutes ahead of time to start up the coffee machines.

Faculty Meeting: (Katie)

New faculty search is started. The applications are due this semester, and the faculty is aiming to complete the search in the spring semester. The position starts in Fall 2011.

The university is planning to offer an environmental science undergraduate degree next year. AOS might be the primary department, which would mean AOS faculty would advise students who choose the major.

(Jesse) Vimont and McKinley’s tenure packages are under review.

Welcome committee: (Kelsey)

Currently revising welcome brochures, in preparation for upcoming AMS meeting. Booth may have already been reserved for the AMS job/school fair (need to talk to Jon Martin)

Planning for prospective student visits in the spring.

Outreach: (Matt S.)

Gained a contact with a school superintendent in Northern Illinois. Also, expecting to gain new contacts at the outreach fair on the 15th. There will probably be a lot of potential opportunities coming up.

Discussed creating a collection or repository of some sort, containing presentation materials that we have used, and combining it with SSEC materials. The collection would facilitate re-use and refinement of the presentation material.

3. Additional announcements:

NWA chapter meeting (Jordan):

Planning some outreach events in the spring, including an event about storm chasing.

The new combined AMS – NWA chapter has developed a new constitution. Jordan is the current provisional president. Some details are still unclear, but the new combined chapter is intended to support students, staff, and the wider meteorological community within Madison (Weather Central). The constitution will be posted publically on a website sometime soon, once the new joint organization is officially announced. 

The constitution as currently defined has a space for a non-voting GSA representative on the executive committee.

Motion was presented to nominate a potential GSA representative, and Caitlin was selected via open vote. The GSA representative will need to be approved by the joint chapter’s leadership. 

AMRC project assistantship opening (Lee):

PA position open, talk to Lee or Linda Keller for details.

