Atmospheric and Oceanic Sciences Graduate Student Association

Monthly Meeting

AOS Room 811, February 3, 2010

Attendance: 22

Webpage discussion:

· Martin is considering making this required for all funded gradate students. Good information for prospective students, information about the department, etc.

· There might be limitations about what information we can be required to post (privacy laws)

· Do professors already link to pages for students in their own group?

· Should we standardize pages – same server, template?

· CIMSS students already have done this, CCR as well – is this just an issue of collecting URLs and submitting them to Pete to have them linked from the grad student page?

· Andrea and Kathryn has collected information about webpage creation

· Kathryn will collect lists of URLs and submit them to Pete in one list

Committee Updates

Awards Committee:

· Volunteers for committee – Jesse, Erin, Nick

· Experience from last year – the nominations need to be somewhat detailed, and compelling – remember that the committee will base the initial decision only on what is written in the nomination.

Welcome Committee:

· Brochures were completed, distributed at the AOS booth at the AMS meeting

· Should bring examples to faculty meeting

· Look for student visits in February

Social Committee:

· Luncheon after Weather Watch in February 26th

· Planning on semester end event, Brochah probably (same as last year?)

· Ideas for joint events with Geology – use the courtyard?

· Ideas for semi-regular social events – 

· Weekly, monthly – happy hour?

· After colloquium? Can invite colloquium speakers for more interaction with grad students

· Solstice party / AMS student chapter discussion:

· Need better interaction with AMS student chapter:

· More social events?

· Any grad student involvement in planning Solstice party?

· “grassroots” level, rather than formal changes to committees?

· Lots of ideas, no clear consensus yet on specific actions

· Discussed liaison position, decided to make this a committee instead – Jordan and Sarah

· Also discussed whether there should be a larger AMS chapter (other than student chapter), which would include staff, professors

Aesthetics:

· 14th floor room is almost done – still waiting on TVs, some other minor equipment 

· Reservations will be handled by 8th floor admin office

· Map room will likely be converted into more computer server space

Curriculum:

· Discussion with Angel about course surveys:

· Currently, she makes the hard copy surveys, collect results and submits to faculty. Not sure how they are ultimately used.

· Grad student involvement to help develop better surveys, online surveys, etc, would be helpful but not for this year.

· Surveys going out this week to help plan for fall.

· Ankur - two “time horizons”:

· specific plans are done 1 – 1.5 semesters in advance. Some topical seminars are planned on this short of a time scale

· Longer term planning (~3 years) in a spreadsheet planning document

· Recommend to faculty that AOS 452 be offered without lab option for grad students – this would be an option for incoming grads without meteorology degrees

· Concern that the lab is a key portion of the class – skipping it might not be a good idea?

· Important missing classes:

· No graduate level dynamics / synoptics class (AOS 651) – faculty availability issues

· General Circulation

· Graduate level Climate

· Ankur  - most of these problems are staffing issues (no enough faculty to cover all the offered courses)

· Might need to think about changing the core – does this need to be offered every year?

· AOS 100 might change – less offerings, so faculty are available to teach other things? (this would mean less funding for students, through TAs)

· Need to think of the best way to communicate the needs of the grad student body to the faculty

· Will discuss this with faculty curriculum committee

· Computer course –

· Lessons learned for next year:

· Expand to SAGE, geology?

· Poll course ahead of time to gauge skill level

· Possibly develop into something more formal across several departments – potentially pool money into a PA/TA position at that point?

· Need to follow up with Martin (now Morgan) about computer course development with other science departments / CS

Seminar:

· Need volunteers for the committee

· Can the schedule be posted on the website somewhere?

Outreach

· Wows and Whys, Feb 15

· Math outreach in May

May meeting: probably move to last week of April

Meeting adjourned

Minutes taken by Aronne Merrelli

