Atmospheric and Oceanic Sciences Graduate Student Association

Monthly Meeting

AOS Room 811, September 9, 2009

Attendees: Kathryn Mozer (Facilitator), Ben Sulman (Ombudsman), and 20 others.

1. Meeting opened by K. Mozer at 3:38 pm

2. K. Mozer welcomes everyone and gives a quick overview of GSA

· Meetings will take place on the 2nd Wednesday of every month at 3:30pm in room 811 unless otherwise notified. (This month was an exception)

· Website will be updated soon

· Reminder of officers: Jake Beitlich and Mark Wehrenberg are our faculty liasons and Ben Sulman is our Ombudsman.

· Overview of our objectives (as revised in the new constitution last year)

3. Summit

· Summit will take place on Sunday, September 13th, from 1-5pm in the Memorial Union. Check TITU for exact room

· Nick Bassill offers to audio record the summit, “just in case something happens”

· The format will be approximately 45 minutes per topic, but is flexible. The topics include:

· Aesthetics- main goal of cleaning up the classrooms and putting the map room area to good use. Long term goal of creating a Reid Bryson room (811).

· Department Seminar- It will be completely grad student run including research presentations as well as things such as tank leb and storm chasing presentations.

· Welcome Committee- Info packet assembled for new students. Next step is to make information for prospective students more helpful and appealing.

· Computer Programming- We would like to set up a class for new/current grad students who have little to no experience with programming. CSU has a similar class and we would follow their format. Main questions is who could teach it and is there funding. 

4. Committees

· We will wait until after the summit to form committees.  Suggestions for committees include: Awards, Qualifier, Aesthetics, Curriculum, Social

- Courtney motions to form the social committee now.  It unanimously passes.  Courtney, Dan Hartung, Matt, Sarah Monette, Jesse, and Erin will start it.  The questions remains if there are any funds available.  

· The purpose of this committee is to plan events, some possibly involving the faculty as well as grad students. Also, there is an overall goal of getting foreign students more involved.

- Lee presents update on outreach program started last year. A sign-up sheet is passed around. There is a possibility to make this into a committee.  Lee will take the lead for now but will need help as he is leaving for a majority of next term.  Contact Lee to get involved.


-Will leaves the meeting

5. New Business

· Faculty Representative.  The questions was raised on if we would like to formally have a faculty representative this year in order to get faculty input immediately and open the lines of communication.  

· Matt motions to extend an invite to Ankur to be our faculty rep for this academic year.  Brett notes that this is an informal invitation.

· Discussion about the level of formality and permanence ensued.  Ben noted that he does not like the idea of informal-ness because it’s a great means of communication and he wants a bylaw in the constitution or at least something written down so that it’s a more formal situation.  He points out that if we do not make something official then it will always be up in the air. Is it ad hoc? Are they invited to all the meetings? Etc.

· Erin notes that if we have a trial year then maybe next year we can put something in the constitution once we have worked out all the kinks. Maybe make it so that it is voted upon each year and not necessarily required. Nick agrees.

· Ben closes discussion.

· We vote on Matts motion: 16 yes votes, 1 no, and 4 abstain.  It passes.

6. Announcements

· Mark Smalleys birthday is 9/10 and people will be going out to the Essen Haus.

7. Next meeting will be on October 14th, 2009.

Meeting adjourned at 4:35 pm.

Minutes submitted by A. Fay

