Atmospheric and Oceanic Sciences Graduate Student Association

Monthly Meeting

AOS Room 811, March 11th, 2009

Attendees: Matt Sitkowski (Facilitator), Nick Bassill (Faculty Liaison), Erin Wagner (Faculty Liaison), Brent Maddux (Ombudsman) and 21 others.

1. Meeting opened by M. Sitkowski at 3:31 pm
2. Old Business
· Great job on recent faculty search, lots of participation
- In all the exit interviews the candidates commented on the great graduate participation
- Faculty appreciated our interest

- Current offers to L. Back and D. Turner

· Dept. Seminar back up and running after recent meeting of grad students with Professor D. Vimont, W. Ahue and A. Lang helping D. Vimont organize
- putting seminar on schedule with Debbie was asked to be done by D. Henz
-W. Ahue said will get done and schedule full for rest of semester. M. Mooney to speak at next meeting

· Lee W. still trying to get in contact with people for possible outreach opportunities, he is going to try and be more proactive
3. Officer Reports

a. Facilitator

· Faculty thought our wrap-up discussion about the faculty candidates in room 853 was beneficial
· Professor A. Desai and M. Sitkowski discussed graduate/faculty summit that will hopefully turn into annual event
· Things to do for the rest of the semester

- Elections, new constitution, faculty teaching award, faculty rep from faculty

- Two more meetings this semester

- B. Miretzky thought we should also make sure Qualifier issues are taken care of before end of the semester

-M. Sitkowski said he will work on it and has heard of things being already set in motion will relation to addressing the graduates concerns

- Others asked for certain things related to Qualifier that hopefully will be addressed

b. Faculty Liaison (summary of last faculty meeting) 


- (nothing due to faculty meeting at the same time as our meeting)
c. Ombudsman

· B. Maddux discussed with Professor G. Petty about a lack of institutional knowledge in the department
· G. Petty who trains the new staff suggested writing document of what new student should expect and then maybe rules regulations for while here

· M. Sitkowski and others felt this was just graduate students doing the jobs of the faculty/staff

· S. Jaffe brought up the issue of the web needing updating

· K. Mozer felt students should fend for themselves in finding out what they need
· Idea of a Graduate Student Ambassador was brought up – no consensus as this was tried in a similar way last year and it was unsuccessful in helping to initiate grad recruits or new grad students

· Idea of helping G. Petty helping new person – B. Maddux volunteered to help with this process
4. Committee Reports

a. Qualifier


b. Aesthetics


c. Constitution Committee

· Chair- K. Mozer
-the new constitution has been worked almost to completion in the committee

- The voting on the new constitution will be done as big amendment

- New look has added service component, clarified succession, meetings, election, resignation, recall, and added amendment procedures. Defined committees, clarified teaching award, streamlined and polished the whole document. Faculty representative to be in the by-laws

- The new constitution will be sent out for comments by the whole GSA and then these comments will be looked at and a final version will be sent out before the next meeting

- The next meeting will be the first vote and then the constitution must pass a second vote at the meeting after that to be final

d. Curriculum

· Chair- Katie Holman

- The rules for this year’s award criterion might be different then future years in an effort to start the award but avoid the current unclear constitutional requirements
- For the award the professor must have taught in the fall or spring of this academic year
- Courses higher than 600 including seminars are the courses eligible

- does not have to be current faculty

- Professors not meeting these criteria are Martin, Holloway, and Liu

-nominate by April 1st
- Committee will bring 3 best nominees to next meeting for a vote

- B. Maddux gave brief history on current constitutional requirements for award

- B. Sulman suggested talking to UW-AMS about giving undergrad teaching award – others like this idea and M. Sitkowski said he would look into it

- S. Jaffe asked it same person could get award each year and consensus was yes
- M. Whernberg thought since this year was anomaly should include previous years, consensus was should only include this year

- To nominate must have taken class with nominee this year

5. New Business
· none



6. Announcements
· NWA membership drive – www.NWAS.org
7. Next meeting April 15th
Meeting adjourned at approximately 4:30 pm.

Minutes submitted by B. Miretzky
