Atmospheric and Oceanic Sciences Graduate Student Association

Monthly Meeting

AOS Room 811, January 28th, 2009
Attendees: Matt Sitkowski (Facilitator), Nick Bassill (Faculty Liaison), Brent Maddux (Ombudsman) and 25 others.

1. Meeting opened by M. Sitkowski at 3:42 pm
2. Business
· Mark K. responded to Nick B.’s email about why the faculty wanted the students to ask certain questions of the faculty candidates.
- Mark K. stated there is not a gun to our head and the questions were just suggestions

- Mark K. thought the first two student meetings with the faculty candidates went well

- Mark K. encouraged everyone to write feedback down

- Mark K. again reminds everyone that even though gradstudents@aos.wisc.edu is just for grad students that we should not be careless about what we say especially in regards to the faculty candidates. Also, the informality of email can lead to misunderstandings.
- Matt S. stated that chair Jon M. is thinking of having an additional meeting before the regularly scheduled faculty meeting at the beginning of March at end of Feb. about the faculty candidates. Matt S. will keep us updated so grads can give their input beforehand.

- Ben S. expressed feeling that giving statements instead of rankings would provide to be a better feedback tool for the faculty
- Jon R. was in favor of having rankings for different categories

- Mark W. said maybe we should come up with some leading questions for the candidates

- Discussion ended without clear resolution to what we are going to do to express our thoughts to faculty

· Should we have a faculty-graduate liaison from the faculty for the GSA
- Matt S. envisioned vote for liaison not certain person, we can ask them to leave at certain times
- Members asked what the voting requirements are
- Brent M. and Brian M. answered constitution not clear. Some numbers in the constitution are a ¾ percentage for ratification of the constitution, 2/3 for expenditures, ¼ for quorum for business at meetings (with power to decide for the whole student body), 2/3 or majority to remove officer (whichever greater at meeting)

- Brett H. not comfortable voting unless know exact specifications of position

- Brent M. – whose idea was this? – Names of Ankur D., Jon M. came up

- Sharon J- what is con?

- Tim W. – cynical that the position could devolve into faculty taking over

- Will A. – does not see faculty taking over meetings

- Ben S. – feels that Ankur is good candidate

- Mark W. - can we terminate position at anytime?

- Nick B. – trusts Ankur D. not other faculty members
- Andrea L. – could arrange agenda so faculty member is only at certain parts
- Ben S. – faculty is a source of info. who could come by invitation

- Brent M. – what is point of our faculty liaison then, have we ever had questions for the faculty? – (Tim W. and others answered yes have had many questions in our meetings for the faculty)

- Ben S. – one way communication not good- wants both ways

- Jake B. – enjoyed 907 discussion last time with the faculty member (Ankur D.)

- Erin W. – thinks this is good idea overall and that Ankur is right candidate

- Kathryn M. – vote on general idea and hash it out later

- Ben S., Matt S., Tim W., Nick B., Katie H. added other brief comments which I (B. Miretzky) missed

- Matt S. put up to vote should Professor Desai be our faculty-graduate liaison for the spring of 2009
- Motion passed with 26 students for and 1 against with facilitator (Matt S.) not voting
· Constitution committee
- Matt S. asked who wants to help work on making the constitution a more complete document
- New constitution committee is – Mark K., Brent M., Kathryn M., Ben S, Tim W, and maybe Brian M.

· Going to have Departmental seminar soon on what to do with the departmental seminar

· Skits for solstice party

- Night with pizza next week to make skits (night to follow in email)

· Matt S. asked if we get ASM emails and the answer from all was yes

· RA appts. Stipend increase discussion

- Sharon J. / Kathryn M. – we make less then engineering more then English

- Some members thought a small increase would be good

- Brett H. – problem is university allowing people to come without funding

- Erin H. – pro/con that does not think we need more money, but it is making recruitment hard

- Amanda F. – …
- Will A. – set aside funding for TA’s instead or write more grants instead of just using the TA positions to extend current grants

- Dan H. – is ok with someone coming without funding (their prerogative)

- Brett H. – The TA positions are becoming welfare

- Erin H. – increase RA with experience like TA

- Nick B. – in geology they have TA coordinator to talk to

3. Announcements
· Potluck Friday the 30th at house of J. Rausch
· Superbowl party at house of J. Beitlich on the 1st
7. Next meeting TBA
Meeting adjourned at approximately 4:45pm
Minutes submitted by B. Miretzky
