Atmospheric and Oceanic Sciences Graduate Student Association

Monthly Meeting

AOS Room 811, January 21st, 2009
Attendees: Matt Sitkowski (Facilitator), Nick Bassill (Faculty Liaison), Brent Maddux (Ombudsman) and 24 others. Additionally Professor Ankur Desai present for most of meeting.
1. Meeting opened by M. Sitkowski at 3:31 pm
2. Old Business
· Every Committee (Qualifier, Aesthetics, Curriculum & Awards) has met since last meeting
- Matt S. suggested for those not on committee to sign up for one
· Graduate Students helped staff dept. booth at AMS Annual Meeting
- Suggestions for future from these students given to Chair J. Martin 

· Lee W. discussed possible future school visits and how he has made some contacts at different schools
- Gave out sign up sheet for those interested

- Things TBD are what exactly to give a talk on, what to bring, what the school wants, etc…

· Reid Bryson / Lecture Hall – faculty onboard to help change 811 into premier lecture hall
- Matt S. warned this may be a long process

3. Officer Reports

a. Facilitator
· A. Desai – proposed faculty-graduate student liaison 

- The faculty discussed at their retreat how to improve graduate program
- Thought maybe was a good idea from time to time have a faculty member attend the GSA meetings who would be a liaison and give a faculty viewpoint. Also would act as a sounding board for the grads with the faculty
- If positive GSA support likely to be brought up at next faculty meeting and made official position in the faculty.

· ASM meeting
- Matt S. went to graduate student leadership caucus that involved graduate reps. of ASM 
- Matt S. stated segregated fees have jumped as result of Union South (addendum – students voted for the seg. fee raise)
- Matt S. also mentioned about another proposed increased to help support the improvement and updating of the Natatorium. This would involve another vote from the students that would need at least 15 percent turnout. 

· Tangential unrelated issues brought up by the Facilitator
- Matt S. talked with D. Ryan (financial specialist) about making sure everyone gets their tuition waivers which was late in being done for the spring semester
- Matt S. talked to Professor D. Vimont and was told that the departmental seminar (907) is non-existent with no one in charge

- This surprised many in attendance

- A. Desai gave mini history of what happened to 907 last semester and how it fell apart especially with Professor G. Petty on sabbatical. He said how the faculty lost track of it with the faculty candidate search. He suggested students go wild with it, but also stated as of now no official decision on the matter

- A. Desai also mentioned the masters defense issue that it is just meant to be a presentation and not pass/fail (did not seem to confident in addressing this issue)

- Other comments included the fact that Professor P. Wang’s class this semester is during the time of seminar

- Erin H. stated that the 907 is what killed the original student run seminar

- Nick B. mentioned the big turnaround from the hard discussions surrounding 907 to know nothing being done

- Some thought our curriculum subcommittee should deal with the issue

· Faculty candidates
- All grads welcome to come to the events

- Some asked about when the candidates were giving a lecture to a class and Matt S. said we are welcome provided there are enough seats.

- also can make individual meetings with a candidate if there is time and anyone can go to the 8th floor office and look at their file at anytime

- DO NOT MAKE THE NAMES OF THE CANDIDATES KNOWN TO EACH OTHER

- Unsure of how grad student voice will be involved in decision making process

- Brian M. mentioned to A. Desai to please give grads a heads up before any final decisions are made

- Maybe then we can standardized our thoughts
· Matt S. asked about Bucky and everyone was confused. Dan H. eventually mentioned he saw it on the webpage and won a chocolate prize. Matt S. was checking to see if anyone looked at GSA webpage
b. Faculty Liaison (summary of last faculty meeting)
· Nick B. was only allowed in the last faculty meeting for 5 minutes since the rest of the time that discussed the faculty search
c. Ombudsman

· No problems, made sure everyone got syllabi which all said they did
· Brett H. mentioned problems with the 8th floor office staff that they were not getting things done correctly. Ombudsman was put in charge to look into issue

4. Committee Reports

a. Qualifier
· Chair- Nick Bassill
- will bring back qualifier issue with faculty later in semester after faculty search
- Some wondered if this was enough time and general agreement was yes

b. Aesthetics
· Chair- Sharon Jaffe
- came up with list of possible things that can be removed or are need for room 811 and came up with some other general ideas for 811 that can be presented to the faculty
c. Curriculum

· Chair- Katie Holman

- AOS 310 TA discussed with faculty and the class would probably need some restructuring if going to have TA
- Briefly mentioned AOS 650 as being the synoptic class for grads and whether grad students should be involved in teaching it or not.

- Discussed having visual data interface seminar – 1 credit

5. New Business
· Steve P. mentioned that the SAGE seminar also went to crap and that it is being redone 1/3 student presentations, 1/3 skill building, 1/3 career development
· Discussion of faculty-graduate student liaison position put off until special meeting Wednesday January 28th time 3:30. Email about room to come

6. Announcements
· Polar Plunge Feb. 21st
7. Next meeting after the upcoming special meeting TBD
Meeting adjourned at approximately 4:35 pm.

Minutes submitted by B. Miretzky
